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AGREEMENT AIMED AT THE
JOINT SUPERVISION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS
The following parties:
the University of Catania (Italy), represented by Prof. Enrico Foti, Rector 
 and
the University of ……………………………………………………….…,  represented by ……….(name and position of the legal representative)  
hereinafter referred to collectively as “the partner institutions” 
and
Mr/Ms. …………………………………………., hereinafter referred to as “the doctoral candidate” 

- Considering …(please enter the regulations/law governing Ph.D. courses in the country of the 
partner institution, if deemed necessary); 
- Considering the Italian Ministerial Decree n. 226/2021, governing the organization and implementation of Ph.D. courses; 
- Considering the Regulations in force at the University of Catania governing Ph.D. courses included in the Rector’s Decree n. 721/2022 and subsequent amendments and additions, issued in respect of Ministerial Decree n. 226/2021; 
- Considering that the Ph.D. course in … , cycle……………… has been officially accredited by the Ministry of Education; 

AGREE THE FOLLOWING:

ART. 1 -  SUBJECT: JOINT SUPERVISION AND AWARDING OF A DOCTORAL DEGREE
The partner institutions agree that they shall be jointly responsible for the doctoral program, research supervision, and thesis of the following doctoral candidate: 
Name and Surname: ………………………….. 
Date of birth: ...../…./………. 
Place of birth (city and country): ……………………………………….. 
Nationality: …. 
Address (street, postal code, country): ………………………………………………………………….. Holder of a Master Degree in ……………………………………………….., awarded by the University of…………………………………. on …../…./……  

ART. 2 - DESIGNATION OF THE HOME INSTITUTION
For the doctoral candidate in this agreement, the institution responsible for overall administration and hosting the principal supervisor is the University of……  

ART. 3 - DOCTORAL PROGRAM
3.1. The doctoral candidate shall attend a doctoral program involving both partner institutions for a duration of … months, including the writing of the doctoral thesis, from …/…/….. to …../…./…..  (academic years …………….). 
3.2. If necessary, the period may be extended by mutual consent, account being taken of the applicable regulations at each partner institution. 
3.3. At the University of ……………………….…. the doctoral candidate shall be enrolled in the Ph.D. course in ……………………………………………………………………………… and carry out his/her research activity at  the Department/Institute of ………. 
3.4. At the University of Catania the doctoral candidate shall be enrolled in the Ph.D. course in …………… - cycle …………… and carry out his/her research activity at the Department of …………………………………… of the aforementioned institution.  
3.5. For the entire duration of the doctoral program, the doctoral candidate shall be registered at both institutions and pay enrolment and tuition fees at the home institution, University of …. 
                                                                                                                        
ART. 4 - SUPERVISION OF THE DOCTORAL CANDIDATE
The doctoral candidate's thesis supervisors shall be: 
At the University of ……..: 
Name: Prof. Dr. ……………………. 
Department of …………………………………….. 
At the University of Catania:
Name: Prof. ………………………………  
Department of …………………

ART. 5 - PLANNING OF RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
The doctoral candidate shall carry out his research activity at both partner institutions according to the following plan: 
Expected periods at the University of …………………………….., Department of  …………………..  (for each academic year, indicate the months during which the candidate is expected to be in attendance). 
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Expected periods at the University of Catania, Department of  …………………..  (for each academic year, indicate the months during which the candidate is expected to be in attendance).
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ART. 6 - DOCTORAL THESIS 
6.1. The subject of the doctoral thesis shall be: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
6.2. The doctoral thesis shall be written and defended in: (please select) 
 
☐   Italian                                            ☐ English               ☐     Other language: …. (please specify) 

An abstract of the doctoral thesis shall be written and submitted in: 
☐   Italian                                            ☐ English               
 

 

ART. 7  - COMMITTEE FOR THE THESIS DEFENCE
The members of the committee for the thesis defence shall be appointed upon mutual consent of the partner institutions. The committee shall be composed of at least three members, one of which from the University of ……….(home institution), one from the University of Catania and one external to the partner institutions. 

ART. 8  - THESIS DEFENCE AND AWARDING OF PH.D. DEGREES
8.1. The thesis defence shall be held at the University of …………………………………………… 
8.2. Upon successful completion of the thesis defence, each partner institution shall award the doctoral candidate its final national qualification as follows: 
The University of… shall award the Ph.D. degree in 
…………………………………………………………………… 
The University of Catania shall award the Ph.D. degree in ……………… – cycle …………………….. 

ART.  9 - PROTECTION OF THE RESEARCH RESULTS  
9.1. In each country, the protection of the thesis subject, the deposit and the reproduction of the thesis as well as the publication and exploitation of the results of doctoral candidate’s research work shall be ruled by the legislation applicable in that country. 
9.2. All scientific publications possibly produced by the PhD student shall be deposited in open access in the Institutional Repository of the University of Catania (iris.unict.it), unless there are specific grounds for exclusion, which must be adequately substantiated.

ART.  10 - FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
10.1. All the expenses incurred by the doctoral candidate during the entire duration of the doctoral program and until the date of his/her thesis defence, including those related to health, accident, and third-party liability insurance, shall be the responsibility of the doctoral candidate or the University designated as home institution.  
10.2. Each partner institution shall cover the expenses incurred by its member within the committee for the thesis defence. The cover for the expenses incurred by the external member of the committee for the thesis defence shall be mutually agreed between the partner institutions.  

ART. 11 – PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION
11.1. Pursuant to Article 13 of EU Regulation 2016/679 (General Data Protection Regulation — GDPR), the Parties mutually undertake to process the personal data provided and/or collected under this Agreement solely for the purposes of its conclusion and execution. The legal basis for such processing is Article 6(1)(b) of the GDPR (processing necessary for the performance of an agreement) and, where applicable, Article 6(1)(e) (processing necessary for the performance of a task carried out in public interest).
11.2. The data controllers are the Parties identified above, domiciled at their respective addresses. The Parties act as joint data controllers pursuant to Article 26 of the GDPR with respect to the personal data processed in the context of the joint activities governed by this Agreement. Each Party acts as an independent data controller with respect to the personal data processed solely within its own organisational sphere. The Parties shall conclude, where required, a separate joint controllership arrangement pursuant to Article 26(1) GDPR.
11.3. Personal data shall be processed by paper and/or electronic means exclusively by personnel authorised to do so by each data controller, in accordance with the technical and organisational security measures required pursuant to Article 32 of the GDPR.
11.4. Personal data may be transferred between the Parties in accordance with Chapter V of the GDPR. Where such transfer involves a country not covered by an adequacy decision of the European Commission pursuant to Article 45 of the GDPR, the Parties shall ensure that appropriate safeguards are in place, including, where applicable, standard contractual clauses adopted pursuant to Article 46(2)(c) of the GDPR. No transfer to third countries shall take place without an appropriate legal basis under Chapter V of the GDPR.
11.5. The provision of personal data is a necessary condition for the conclusion and execution of this Agreement; failure to provide such data precludes the conclusion thereof.
11.6. Data shall be retained for the period necessary for the conclusion and execution of this Agreement and until all applicable legal requirements have been fulfilled, and in any case for the period prescribed by archiving obligations under current legislation. Upon expiry of the applicable retention period, personal data shall be erased or anonymised, in accordance with the procedures established by each Party.
11.7. The right to lodge a complaint with the competent supervisory authority pursuant to Article 77 of the GDPR remains unaffected. Without prejudice to any other remedy, data subjects may lodge a complaint with the Italian Data Protection Authority (Garante per la protezione dei dati personali) or with the supervisory authority of the Member State of their habitual residence or place of work.
11.8. Each Party has designated a Data Protection Officer (DPO) pursuant to Article 37 of the GDPR. The contact details of the respective DPOs shall be communicated to the other Party upon request and made available to data subjects in accordance with Article 13(1)(b) of the GDPR.

ART. 12 – CODE OF ETHICS AND CONDUCT
12.1. The University of Catania acknowledges that the University of … has adopted a Code of Ethics, available at …..
12.2. The University of … acknowledges that the University of Catania has adopted its own Code of Ethics and Conduct pursuant to Rector’s Decree No. 1166 of 8 April 2021, as subsequently amended and supplemented, and published on the University’s website under the “Amministrazione trasparente” section.

ART. 13 – FINAL MEASURES 
13.1. This Agreement shall be executed by digital signature and transmitted via electronic mail.
13.2. This agreement shall be in force for the entire duration of the doctoral program as stated in art. 3 and remain valid until the date of the doctoral candidate’s thesis defence. 
13.3. Any modifications to this agreement or any termination prior to the abovementioned expiry date must be in writing and signed by the signatory authorities from both partner institutions. 
13.4. The partner institutions shall use their best efforts to settle any dispute arising in connection with this agreement on an amicable basis. 
13.5. This Agreement is subject to registration upon use, in accordance with applicable provisions. Registration costs shall be borne by the requesting Party.

	The Rector/President of the University of……… 
Prof. …………………………………… 

Signature 

  
	The Rector of the University of Catania  
Prof. Enrico Foti 

Signature 


	The Coordinator of the Ph.D. course/Head of 
doctoral school at the University of 
………………….. 
Prof. ……… 

 Signature

	The Coordinator of the Ph.D. course at the 
University of Catania 
Prof. ………


Signature



	The Doctoral candidate: Name and Surname 

Signature
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