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AGREEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
PH.D. COURSE IN ………………
BETWEEN

The University of Catania (hereinafter referred to as "the University"), with registered office in Catania, Piazza Università no. 2, tax code and VAT number 02772010878, PEC address protocollo@pec.unict.it, represented by the Rector and legal representative Prof. Enrico Foti, domiciled for the purposes of this office at the registered office,  

AND

The University of ………………………………, fiscal code ………………………, address …..…………………….represented by its Rector/President, Professor ………………………………………

Hereinafter referred to individually as "Party" and jointly as "Parties"

HAVING REGARD TO
- the Law 210/1998;
- the Law 240/2010;
- the Ministerial Decree dated December 14, 2021, n. 226;
- the Regulations of the University of Catania governing Ph.D. courses, issued through Rector's Decree n. 721/2022 and following integrations and modifications;
- the regulations/legislation governing Ph.D. courses in the country of the partner institution [to be completed by the Partner with specific legislative reference];

CONSIDERING
- that starting from the academic year 20__/20__ the University of Catania intends to offer the three-year (or four-year) Ph.D. course in …………………….. , related to the academic field ………………………. ;
- that starting from the academic year 20__/20__ the University of …….. intends to offer the three-year (or __-year) Ph.D. course in ……………., related to the academic field…..


THIS BEING STATED, THE FOLLOWING IS AGREED ON:

ART. 1
1.1.  The Parties intend to promote their cooperation within the framework of Ph.D. Courses referred to in the preamble in order to implement a Joint Ph.D. Course based on the joint supervision (cotutelle) of doctoral theses. The specific type of degree to be awarded upon successful completion (joint degree, double degree, or multiple degree) shall be specified in the individual supervision agreement referred to in Article 5.1.
1.2.  This Agreement may also include further activities such as:
a.  exchange of doctoral students outside a joint thesis supervision (cotutelle) scheme;
b.  exchange of academic staff;
c.  organisation of seminars, workshops or other scientific meetings;
d.  further cooperative activities that may be agreed upon in writing by the Parties by means of a separate written agreement or addendum to this Agreement.

ART. 2
2.1.  The Referent/Contact person for the Ph.D. course in …… is Professor ………………, Position………………… Department …………….. of the University of Catania; the Referent/Contact person for the Ph.D. course in …. is Professor …….. , Position……… , Department of…. of the University of …………………………………………….   In the event of a change of Referent/Contact person, the relevant Party shall notify the other Party in writing within thirty (30) days. Such change shall not require a formal amendment to this Agreement.
2.2.  The Teaching Body, composed of all professors involved in the activities related to the specific Ph.D. course and on duty at the Parties, is set out in Annex 1, which forms an integral part of this Agreement. The Teaching Body may be updated by written notification of the relevant Party to the other Party, without requiring a formal amendment to this Agreement.

ART. 3
3.1.  Each Party shall commit itself to finance at least two scholarships for the Joint Ph.D. Course. Scholarship amounts shall be updated annually in accordance with the applicable Ministerial Decree in force at the time of each annual disbursement. The modalities of payment (timing, recipient, bank transfer procedures) shall be further specified in the individual supervision agreement referred to in Article 5.1.
The indicative amounts per scholarship are as follows:
	Three-year Ph.D. course
	Annual Amount
	Research Budget (10% of annual amount)
	Mobility allowance
	Total

	Year 1
	€ 20,037.00
	€ 2,003.70
	€ 5,011.00
	€ 27,051.70

	Year 2
	€ 20,037.00
	€ 2,003.70
	€ 5,011.00
	€ 27,051.70

	Year 3
	€ 20,037.00
	€ 2,003.70
	€ 5,011.00
	€ 27,051.70

	Total
	€ 60,111.00
	€ 6,011.10
	€ 15,033.00
	€ 81,155.10



	Four-year Ph.D. course
	Annual Amount
	Research Budget (10% of annual amount)
	Mobility allowance
	Total

	Year 1
	€ 20,037.00
	€ 2,003.70
	€ 5,011.00
	€ 27,051.70

	Year 2
	€ 20,037.00
	€ 2,003.70
	€ 5,011.00
	€ 27,051.70

	Year 3
	€ 20,037.00
	€ 2,003.70
	€ 5,011.00
	€ 27,051.70

	Year 4
	€ 20,037.00
	€ 2,003.70
	€ 5,011.00
	€ 27,051.70

	Total
	€ 80,148.00
	€ 8,014.80
	€ 20,044.00
	€ 108,206.80



3.2.  The Parties shall also commit themselves to offer their facilities to the doctoral students outside a joint thesis supervision (cotutelle) scheme and to the academic staff participating in the activities listed in Article 1.
3.3.  Each Party shall ensure that doctoral students and academic staff participating in the activities listed in Article 1 are covered by appropriate insurance during their period of stay at the hosting Party's institution, in accordance with the applicable legislation of the hosting country.

ART. 4
Each Party shall select the candidates participating in the activities listed in Article 1 according to its own regulations and procedures. The Parties may agree on common selection criteria for the Joint Ph.D. Course, to be specified in the individual supervision agreements referred to in Article 5.1.

ART. 5
5.1.  In case of joint supervision of doctoral thesis, the rules governing joint supervision — including, at a minimum, the duration of sojourn at each institution, the language(s) of the thesis, the composition and procedures of the examination board, and the criteria for evaluation — shall be stipulated in a separate individual agreement for joint supervision of thesis relating to each candidate concerned. A template for such individual agreement is annexed to this Agreement as Annex 2.
5.2.  In case of exchange of doctoral students outside the joint supervision (cotutelle) scheme, doctoral students shall be registered as Visiting Ph.D. Students according to the regulations and procedures of the hosting Party, provided that such status is compatible with the applicable national legislation, including immigration regulations where relevant.
5.3.  In case of exchange of academic staff, academics shall be registered as Visiting Professors/Researchers according to the regulations and procedures of the hosting Party.

ART. 6
6.1.  All aspects concerning intellectual property shall be regulated in a separate agreement prior to the commencement of the relevant activity, in compliance with the pertinent legislation in force in both countries. In the absence of such a separate agreement at the time an activity commences, each Party retains ownership of the intellectual property produced solely by its own researchers or doctoral students, without prejudice to any subsequent agreement between the Parties.
6.2.  All scientific publications produced by the doctoral student holding the scholarship funded by the University of Catania under this Agreement and arising from activities carried out within the doctoral cycle shall be deposited in open access in the University of Catania's institutional archive (www.iris.unict.it), unless exclusion is justified by the existence of confidentiality agreements, intellectual property rights, or other specific reasons approved by the competent academic body of the University of Catania.

ART. 7
7.1.  Pursuant to Article 13 of EU Regulation 2016/679 (General Data Protection Regulation — GDPR), the Parties mutually undertake to process the personal data provided and/or collected under this Agreement solely for the purposes of its conclusion and execution. The legal basis for such processing is Article 6(1)(b) of the GDPR (processing necessary for the performance of an agreement) and, where applicable, Article 6(1)(e) (processing necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest).
7.2.  The data controllers are the Parties identified above, domiciled at their respective addresses. The Parties act as joint data controllers pursuant to Article 26 of the GDPR with respect to the personal data processed in the context of the joint activities governed by this Agreement. Each Party acts as an independent data controller with respect to the personal data processed solely within its own organisational sphere. The Parties shall conclude, where required, a separate joint controllership arrangement pursuant to Article 26(1) GDPR.
7.3.  Personal data shall be processed by paper and/or electronic means exclusively by personnel authorised to do so by each data controller, in accordance with the technical and organisational security measures required pursuant to Article 32 of the GDPR.
7.4.  Personal data may be transferred between the Parties in accordance with Chapter V of the GDPR. Where such transfer involves a country not covered by an adequacy decision of the European Commission pursuant to Article 45 of the GDPR, the Parties shall ensure that appropriate safeguards are in place, including, where applicable, standard contractual clauses adopted pursuant to Article 46(2)(c) of the GDPR. No transfer to third countries shall take place without an appropriate legal basis under Chapter V of the GDPR.
7.5.  The provision of personal data is a necessary condition for the conclusion and execution of this Agreement; failure to provide such data precludes the conclusion thereof.

7.6.  Data shall be retained for the period necessary for the conclusion and execution of this Agreement and until all applicable legal requirements have been fulfilled, and in any case for the period prescribed by archiving obligations under current legislation. Upon expiry of the applicable retention period, personal data shall be erased or anonymised, in accordance with the procedures established by each Party.
7.7.  The Parties declare that they mutually guarantee to one another and to the data subjects the rights set forth in Articles 15 et seq. of the GDPR, including in particular the right of access, rectification, erasure, and restriction of processing, as well as the right to object to processing, in accordance with the conditions and within the limits established by the GDPR. The right to lodge a complaint with the competent supervisory authority pursuant to Article 77 of the GDPR remains unaffected. Without prejudice to any other remedy, data subjects may lodge a complaint with the Italian Data Protection Authority (Garante per la protezione dei dati personali) or with the supervisory authority competent in the country of the other Party or of the data subject's habitual residence or place of work.
7.8.  Each Party that has designated a Data Protection Officer (DPO) pursuant to Article 37 of the GDPR shall communicate the relevant contact details to the other Party upon request and make them available to data subjects in accordance with Article 13(1)(b) of the GDPR.

ART. 8
8.1.  The Parties shall use their best efforts to settle any dispute arising in connection with this Agreement on an amicable basis.
8.2.  Should an amicable settlement not be reached within sixty (60) days from written notification of the dispute by either Party, the dispute shall be submitted to the exclusive jurisdiction of the competent courts of Catania, Italy. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with Italian law, without prejudice to any mandatory provisions of the applicable law of the other Party's country.

ART. 9
9.1.  The present Agreement shall enter into force on the date of its signing and shall remain in force for a period of five (5) years, sufficient to cover at least three cycles of the Joint Ph.D. Course, and in any case until the completion of all doctoral cycles commenced during the term of this Agreement.
9.2.  Any extension of this Agreement shall be by mutual written consent. The Parties shall confer about the renewal of this Agreement no later than six (6) months prior to the date of expiration.
9.3.  The validity of the present Agreement and its possible renewals shall also be subject to the actual implementation of the doctoral courses by the respective Party.
9.4.  Either Party may terminate this Agreement prior to its expiration date upon providing a minimum written notice of six (6) months to the other Party. However, termination shall not affect any form of cooperation already implemented, and individual supervision agreements already in force at the time of termination shall continue until their natural expiry.

ART. 10
10.1.  The University of Catania acknowledges that …… has adopted a Code of Ethics, which constitutes an integral and substantial part of this Agreement, available at: ………………
10.2.  ……… acknowledges that the University of Catania has adopted its own Code of Ethics and Conduct pursuant to Rector’s Decree No. 1166 of 8 April 2021, as subsequently amended and supplemented, and published on the University’s website under the “Amministrazione trasparente” section. 
10.3. The Parties undertake to observe the principles set out in their respective Codes of Ethics in the performance of this Agreement.

ART. 11
11.1.  This Agreement shall be executed by digital signature and transmitted via electronic mail.
11.2.  This Agreement is subject to registration upon use, in accordance with applicable provisions. Registration costs shall be borne by the requesting Party.
11.3.  Stamp duty, paid by electronic means pursuant to the authorization issued by the Revenue Agency of Catania No. 108603 of 27 July 1998, shall be borne by the University of Catania. Each Party shall bear any further fiscal obligations arising from this Agreement under its own national legislation.
11.4.  For any aspect not expressly regulated in this Agreement, the Parties shall refer to the legislation in force in their respective countries, with priority given to Italian law for matters falling within the scope of the University of Catania's obligations.


	For the University of Catania
Rector
Prof. Enrico Foti

Signature: ___________________________
Date: ________________________________
	For the University of ….
The Legal Representative
(name and role in the institution)

Signature: ___________________________
Date: ________________________________




ANNEX 1 — Teaching Body
[To be completed by the Parties prior to signing]
ANNEX 2 — Template Individual Supervision Agreement (Cotutelle)
[Template to be developed and attached prior to first use]
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